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Grace Alone
October 21, 2012
The word “grace” means “undeserved love.” God loves us even though we don’t deserve it. Again and again we fail to do what we should. We can never earn a place with God in heaven. However, God still loves us, and Jesus died and rose for us. Because of Jesus, we can leave the past behind and have a new life, starting now. Most people in the world think that they will get to heaven if they are good, and they are never quite sure if they have been good enough. We Lutherans know that we are not good enough – but God has saved us because of his grace alone – his undeserved love.
Opening Hymn: How Great Thou Art (LSB 801)
Invocation
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.
L:
We give thanks to the Father for his wonderful works!

C:
God created us purely out of love.

L:
We give thanks to Jesus, because he died and rose for us!

C:
God saved us purely out of love.

L:
We give thanks to the Holy Spirit for helping us each day!

C:
God guides us purely out of love.

L:
Let us praise the Lord for what he has done for us!

C:
We give him thanks and praise for his love!
Confession
L:
Brothers and sisters in Christ, as we come to God in worship, we need to draw near to him with a humble heart. We have sinned, that is, we have disobeyed our loving heavenly Father. It is hard for us to acknowledge what we have done wrong, and it is even harder for us to change our ways. However, at this time we leave aside all our excuses and admit our failures before God, asking him to forgive us and give us a new start.
Personal Prayer of Confession: We take a few moments to reflect and to pray to the Lord in silence.

Collective Prayer of Confession: (All) Oh Lord our God, you created us in love, you have helped us out of love, and you want us to live in that love. However, all too often we have not loved you with our whole heart. Neither have we loved each other as we ought. Forgive us, Lord. Change our lives by the power of your Holy Spirit. Fill us with faith and love. In the name of Jesus, our Savior. Amen.

Song of Repentance (Just As I Am, LSB 570, v. 1 and 5)
Just as I am, without one plea,

But that thy blood was shed for me

And that thou bidd’st me come to thee,

Oh Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, thou wilt receive,

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve,

Because thy promise I believe,

Oh Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Promise of Forgiveness

All:
Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved… For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:4-5, 8-9)
Leader: Based on the Word of God, I announce to you who trust in Jesus as your Savior, that your sins, your moral failings, have all been forgiven, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen! Since we have been freely forgiven, now we worship the Lord and with his help do better.
Responsive Reading: Psalm 103:1-13
L:
Praise the Lord, oh my soul!

C:
All my inmost being, praise his holy name!

L:
Praise the Lord, oh my soul!

C:
And forget not all his benefits!

L:
He forgives all my sins

C:
And heals all my diseases.

L:
He redeems my life from the pit

C:
And crowns me with love and compassion.

L:
He satisfies my desires with good things,

C:
So that my youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

L:
The Lord works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed.

C:
He made known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel.

L:
The Lord is compassionate and gracious,

C:
Slow to anger, abounding in love.

L:
He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever.

C:
He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.

L:
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,

C:
So great is his love for those who fear him.

L:
As far as the east is from the west,

C:
So far has he removed our transgressions from us.

L:
As a father has compassion on his children,

C:
So the Lord has compassion on those who fear him.

Hymn: Amazing Grace (LSB 744)

Readings from the Bible
Old Testament
Psalm 136:1-16, 23-26
(God’s love lasts forever.)

We read responsively:

L:
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
Give thanks to the God of gods.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
Give thanks to the Lord of lords.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
To him who alone does great wonders.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
Who by his understanding made the heavens.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
Who spread out the earth upon the waters.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
Who made the great lights.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
The sun to govern the day.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
The moon and stars to govern the night.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
To him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
And brought Israel out from among them.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
With a mighty hand and outstretched arm.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
To him who divided the Red Sea asunder.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
And brought Israel through the midst of it.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
But swept Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
To him who led his people through the desert.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
To the one who remembered us in our low estate.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
And freed us from our enemies.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
And who gives food to every creature.

C:
His love endures forever.

L:
Give thanks to the God of heaven.

C:
His love endures forever.
New Testament
1 John 4:7-12
(God is love.)

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
Holy Gospel
Luke 15:11-32
(Our heavenly Father waits for us in love.)


Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’

31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”
Hymn: By Grace I’m Saved (LSB 566)
If you don’t know this hymn, then sing Jesus Loves Me, LSB 588)
Sermon
Hymn: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (LSB 425 or 426)
A Response of Faith: the Apostle’s Creed
Together we declare what we believe, using the ancient words of the Creed:

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
A Response of Faith: the Offering

If you are visiting today for the first time, you are our guest, and you do not need to give an offering unless the Lord lays that on your heart. For those who are members or faithful friends of the congregation, our offerings sustain the mission and ministry of Faith Lutheran Church. Our offerings are a significant part of our worship, a response of love to God who has given us so much.

The Bible says this: “Each person should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:7-8)

A Response of Faith: Prayer of Dedication
All:
Lord, these offerings are just a small part of what you have given us. Bless these resources for the mission of your Church, and help us to use everything you have given us in faith and love, according to your will. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

A Response of Faith: Prayers of the Congregation
L:
Almighty God, we thank you for all the things you have done for us. We have done nothing to deserve your goodness. Nevertheless, you have given us your love. You have provided food, clothing, shelter, and so many other things. And most of all, you have given us forgiveness and the promise of eternal life through Jesus Christ. Thank you for all of your blessings! Lord, in your mercy.
C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Lord, you are our King, and you are the rightful ruler over all the world. Watch over our nation. Protect us, that we may live securely in peace and may have freedom to proclaim your message of salvation. Guide the president and everyone in authority so that they may know your will and put it into practice. Watch over our soldiers and police and all who risk their lives in service. Halt injustice and oppression and bring to repentance those who stray from your ways. Lord, in your mercy.

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Heavenly Father, extend your mercy to all the people of the world who do not have hope in Jesus Christ. Touch their hearts and turn them to you. Raise up faithful pastors and missionaries and teachers and leaders in your church, and use them to equip all of us to share the message of salvation with everyone around us. Lord, in your mercy.

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Lord Jesus, you are the great Physician of body and soul. We ask you to hear our prayers for those who are ill, especially ____________. Comfort them, Lord, and restore them to health according to your will, so that they may praise your name and serve you with all their strength. Lord, in your mercy.

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Lord God, we lift up to you all those who are in trouble, or who are lonely, or who have problems at home or at work or in any other place, or who are hungry or without work or need help. We know that you love us and you ask us to place all our needs in your hands. Help us to trust in you and lead us to the solutions and the help that we need. Lord, in your mercy,
C:
Hear our prayer.

Other prayers may be added. Particularly, if there is a special occasion:

L:
Lord God, we thank you for our friends and family, and for the love they bring to our lives. Bless _______________ on their anniversary, and bless _____________ on his/her birthday. Thank you for bringing them through another year. Be with them as they celebrate, and continue to protect them and guide them in the years ahead. Lord, in your mercy,

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Heavenly Father, thank you for the life of this newborn child, _________. Help us to show your love to him/her. Let him/her grow up trusting in you and following you with all his/her heart. Protect him/her and guide him/her throughout his/her time on this earth. Lord, in your mercy.

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Lord God, we trust in you alone. Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake.

C:
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Prayer
All:
Heavenly Father, I give you thanks and praise because you have strengthened my faith and because you have forgiven me through Jesus Christ your Son. Help me now to live a life worthy of you, founded on your Word and full of your love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Blessing
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all.
Congregation: Amen.

Final Hymn: Great is Thy Faithfulness (LSB 809)
Alternatively, you could sing: “A Mighty Fortress” (LSB  656 or 657)

Other possible hymns: 

LSB 430  My Song is Love Unknown

LSB 571  God Loved the World

LSB 435  Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain
LSB 543  What Wondrous Love is This

LSB 527  Oh Savior, Precious Savior

LSB 528  Oh That I Had a Thousand Voices

Other possible Bible readings on the theme of “grace alone”:

Hosea 11:1-9 (Even though the people of Israel rebelled, God still loved them)

Isaiah 25:6-9 (Out of love, the Lord will destroy death and give us eternal life)

Ephesians 2:1-10 (We are saved solely by God’s love, not because of our own worthiness)

Matthew 22:1-14 (Out of love, the Lord invites the unworthy to his heavenly banquet)
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