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Many people today think that there is no ultimate truth, only individual opinions, which are all equally valid. However, our faith is not based on human opinions. It does not come from any human leader like the pope. Our faith does not depend on human philosophies or wisdom. We Lutherans base our beliefs solely on what God says in his Word, the Scriptures. We don’t go beyond it, and we won’t cut out any parts we don’t like. Our faith is based on the Scriptures alone.

Opening Hymn: Thy Strong Word (LSB 578)
Invocation

Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: Amen.

Confession
L:
The Word of God declares that all of us are sinners, that is, we have disobeyed the Lord in many ways. We have not loved God or other people as we should. For this reason, whenever we draw close to God to worship him, we first need to ask his forgiveness and his help to do better.
Personal Prayer of Confession: We take a few moments to reflect and to pray to the Lord in silence.

Collective Prayer of Confession: (All) Lord God, before you we acknowledge that we have failed to do your will. You have given us your Word; but all too often we don’t listen to it or put it into practice. Even when we try to do what is right, hard words still slip out of our mouths, impure thoughts linger in our minds, or we do something that hurts someone else. Forgive us, Lord, for Jesus’ sake. Change our hearts so that we can live more in accordance with your Word. In the name of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Song of Repentance (Just As I Am, LSB 570, v. 1 and 5)

Just as I am, without one plea,

But that thy blood was shed for me

And that thou bidd’st me come to thee,

Oh Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, thou wilt receive,

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve,

Because thy promise I believe,

Oh Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Promise of Forgiveness

Leader: The Word of God declares that Jesus Christ died for our wrongdoing and rose from the dead to give us a new life, a clean life, eternal life. God gives forgiveness and eternal life to every person who trusts in Jesus Christ as their Savior. I have the privilege to announce to you today what the Word of God clearly states: all of you who trust in Jesus, have your sins and failures forgiven in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen! Since we have been freely forgiven, now we worship the Lord and with his help do better.
Responsive Reading: Psalm 119 (Selected verses from 89-105)
Men:  
Your Word, oh Lord, is eternal;
Women: 
It stands firm in the heavens!
Men:

I will never forget your precepts,
Women:
For by them you have preserved my life.

Men:

Oh how I love your law!
Women:
I meditate on it all day long!

Men:

Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,
Women:
For they are ever with me.
Men:

I have more insight than all my teachers,
Women:
For I meditate on your statutes.
Men: 
I have kept my feet from every evil path
Women:
So that I might obey your Word.
Men:

I have not departed from your laws,
Women:
For you yourself have taught me.
Men:

How sweet are your words to my taste,
Women:
Sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Men:

Your Word is a lamp to my feet
Women:
And a light for my path.
Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy – LSB 152)

L:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

L:
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

L:
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

L:
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

L:
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C:
Amen.

Hymn: Listen, God is Calling (LSB 833)

Readings from the Bible
Old Testament
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 5-9
(Put into practice the Word of God!)


Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2 Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the Lord your God that I give you… 5 See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the Lord my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take possession of it. 6 Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” 7 What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to him? 8 And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today?

9 Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them.
New Testament
2 Peter 1:16-21
(The people that wrote the Bible saw the events with their own eyes

and were guided by the Holy Spirit as they wrote.)


For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”[a] 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.

19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
Holy Gospel
John 6:60-69
(For those who do not believe, the Word of Christ is a stumbling block;

but for believers, the Word of Christ is life.)

On hearing this, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?”

61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled them.”

66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.
67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.

68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.”
Hymn: Jesus Loves Me (LSB 588)
Sermon
Hymn: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (LSB 655)
If you don’t know this hymn, you can sing “On What Has Now Been Sown” # 921
A Response of Faith: the Apostle’s Creed

Together we declare what we believe, using the ancient words of the Creed:

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
A Response of Faith: the Offering


If you are visiting today for the first time, you are our guest, and you do not need to give an offering unless the Lord lays that on your heart. For those who are members or faithful friends of the congregation, our offerings sustain the mission and ministry of Faith Lutheran Church. Our offerings are a significant part of our worship, a response of love to God who has given us so much.


The Bible says this: “Each person should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:7-8)

A Response of Faith: Prayer of Dedication

All:
Lord, these offerings are just a small part of what you have given us. Bless these resources for the mission of your Church, and help us to use everything you have given us in faith and love, according to your will. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

A Response of Faith: Prayers of the Congregation
L:
Almighty God, we thank you for all the things you have done for us. We have done nothing to deserve your goodness. Nevertheless, you have given us your love. You have provided food, clothing, shelter, and so many other things. And most of all, you have given us forgiveness and the promise of eternal life through Jesus Christ. Thank you for all of your blessings! Lord, in your mercy.
C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Lord, you are our King, and you are the rightful ruler over all the world. Watch over our nation. Protect us, that we may live securely in peace and may have freedom to proclaim your message of salvation. Guide the president and everyone in authority so that they may know your will and put it into practice. Watch over our soldiers and police and all who risk their lives in service. Halt injustice and oppression and bring to repentance those who stray from your ways. Lord, in your mercy.

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Heavenly Father, extend your mercy to all the people of the world who do not have hope in Jesus Christ. Touch their hearts and turn them to you. Raise up faithful pastors and missionaries and teachers and leaders in your church, and use them to equip all of us to share the message of salvation with everyone around us. Lord, in your mercy.

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Lord Jesus, you are the great Physician of body and soul. We ask you to hear our prayers for those who are ill, especially ____________. Comfort them, Lord, and restore them to health according to your will, so that they may praise your name and serve you with all their strength. Lord, in your mercy.

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Lord God, we lift up to you all those who are in trouble, or who are lonely, or who have problems at home or at work or in any other place, or who are hungry or without work or need help. We know that you love us and you ask us to place all our needs in your hands. Help us to trust in you and lead us to the solutions and the help that we need. Lord, in your mercy,

C:
Hear our prayer.

Other prayers may be added. Particularly, if there is a special occasion:

L:
Lord God, we thank you for our friends and family, and for the love they bring to our lives. Bless _______________ on their anniversary, and bless _____________ on his/her birthday. Thank you for bringing them through another year. Be with them as they celebrate, and continue to protect them and guide them in the years ahead. Lord, in your mercy,

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Heavenly Father, thank you for the life of this newborn child, _________. Help us to show your love to him/her. Let him/her grow up trusting in you and following you with all his/her heart. Protect him/her and guide him/her throughout his/her time on this earth. Lord, in your mercy.

C:
Hear our prayer.

L:
Lord God, we trust in you alone. Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake.

C:
Amen.

Hymn of Praise for the Lord’s Supper: Alabaré (LSB 800)
Preface to the Lord’s Supper (LSB 160)
Pastor: 
The Lord be with you!
Cong.: 
And also with you!
Pastor: 
Lift up your hearts!

Cong.:
We lift them to the Lord!

Pastor:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Cong.:
It is right to give him thanks and praise!
Pastor: 
Heavenly Father, it is truly right to give you thanks and praise, today and every day, here and in every place, because through Jesus Christ you have saved us. For this reason we raise our voices to you today, together with all believers in heaven and on the earth, to praise your name together, singing:
All: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:  (LSB 161)

Heaven and earth are full of your glory!


Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!


Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!


Hosanna in the highest!

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Jesus

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples and said: “Take, eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”


In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Lamb of God (LSB 163)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Grant us peace.
The Lord’s Supper
Prayer

All:
Heavenly Father, I give you thanks and praise because you have strengthened my faith and because you have forgiven me through Jesus Christ your Son. Help me now to live a life worthy of you, founded on your Word and full of your love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Blessing

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

Final Hymn: A Mighty Fortress (LSB 657)

Alternatively, we could sing: “Preserve Your Word, Oh Savior” LSB 658

Alternative Hymns and Songs:

Thy Word is a Lamp Unto My Feet

The Wise Man Built His House Upon the Rock

Sons of God, Hear His Holy Word

Alternative Bible readings with the theme of “Scriptures Alone”:

Isaiah 55:10-11 (The Word of God always accomplishes its purpose)

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 (Study and proclaim the Word)

John 1:1-18 (Jesus is the Word of God made flesh)

Matthew 5:17-20 (Jesus came to fulfill the Word)

Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23 (The Word is sown everywhere, but few hear it and understand it and remain faithful to it)

Luke 6:46-49 (The parable of the two foundations)
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